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We are at the halfway point of the 2021-22 school year, and Arkansas Adult Education Center 
directors and staff members continue working in creative and often collaborative ways to help our 
students succeed.  

Around the State 
 
 

 

North Arkansas College Adult Education 
 

Kathy Garland, ESL Instructor at the Carroll County Center (Berryville), allowed one of her students to teach a lesson to 
fellow students. Here’s how Kathy describes the experience.   

Our ESL students come to us with so much knowledge to share. Like us, they have their own cultures that are 
important to them. During the month of October, Hispanic Heritage month, I discovered that one of my students 
makes pinatas to give to her friends and family. She had been a school teacher for years in her native country of 
Mexico. 

Karina showed me pictures of pinatas that she had made over the years. I asked her if she would be willing to 
teacher our class how to make our own pinatas. This was asking a lot because I wanted her to do it entirely in 
English. And, I had no real idea as to how much work it would be! 

Karina came to class the next week bringing tissue paper of all colors, cardboard, rope, flour to make the paste, etc. 
She had let everyone choose their own design for the pinatas, so she had printed off the patterns for each of us. 
Karina had her vocabulary list of new words projected on the screen for the class. Along with this list, she had typed 
directions very precisely in English to project. 

We began by cutting out cardboard, lots of cutting! Karina kept watch and helped all who needed it. 

The first day was almost four hours of work. Then, we left them to dry overnight. Lots of tape and homemade paste 
was used. The students listened very carefully to all of Karina’s instructions. They asked questions, trying to use only 
English. 

Two more days of work, and they were finished! Ready to fill with candy! All of us were proud of our work, and I was 
so proud of Karina! My hope for Karina is that she will get her degree and become a teacher here in the U.S. 

These are some of the ESL Standards: 
· Using simple phrases and clauses 
· Delivering oral presentations 
· Integrating graphics or multimedia when useful. 
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Around the State (continued) 
 
 

 

ATU Ozark Adult Education 

ATU-Ozark Adult Education conducted their quarterly Advisory Board meeting in Ozark on November 19, 2021. The board 
consists of representatives from Franklin, Johnson, and Logan Counties. Board members and Adult Ed staff were divided 
into their perspective counties and provided data to include GED® count, retention rates, E&E, WAGE™ certificate 
achievements, participants, instructional hours for each county and the program as a whole. Each group also received a 
copy of the latest SWOT Analysis comprised from the program’s self-evaluation since the board’s last meeting. Board 
members and staff worked together to develop at least five strategic SMART goals for their corresponding area to tackle in 
the upcoming year. The board plans to meet again in January. 

East Arkansas Community College Adult Education 

 
EACC Adult Education/Literacy program is helping students 
“RACE to SUCCESS” this school year.  
 
EACC Adult Education/Literacy program is collaborating with 
Commercial Truck Driving and Certified Nursing Assistant 
programs at East Arkansas Community College to provide our 
community with fast passed training programs so they may enter 
the workforce quickly. Normally these students are non-traditional 
students who have not been in an educational setting for several 
years and show a significant deficiency in basic skills. The Adult 
Education/Literacy program helps students increase reading and 
comprehension skills along with preparing them for the college 
setting. Also integrated into their Adult Education/Literacy class is 
job training and workforce preparation. 
  
Currently within the 2021-2022 program year, thirty-three (33) students have made academic level improvements. These 
improvements are the first steps towards their chosen career. Of the 33 students, 19 students have received their CDL 
License and are working in their chosen career field. The other 14 students are in classes or waiting for the next classes to 
begin. 
 
The EACC Adult Education/Literacy program is extremely proud to be part of preparing students to fill the labor shortage in 
both the medical and transportation fields.  

 

 

Pictures provided by Xuyen Dangers, 
 ATU Ozark Student Representative. 
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Professional development opportunities are in abundance for the school year.  The Arkansas Adult Learning 
Resource Center has published the 2021-22 Professional Development Catalog and posted the latest training 
opportunities.  Find requirements and scheduling information on this year’s workshops and trainings at 
http://aalrc.org/adminteachers/docs/AALRC%20PD%20Requirements%20and%20Calendar%202021-2022.pdf. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Your AACAE President 
 
I am honored to be your incoming AACAE President, and I want to acknowledge the outstanding leadership 
provided by Carol Birth and last years’ board. I am excited to welcome and work with the newly elected 2022 
AACAE board members for the next year and hopefully provide an exciting and informational Face-to-Face 
AACAE conference in 2022!    
 
Our theme for this year’s conference unquestionably hit home for all our centers—Resilience to 
Reinvention:  Transformation in the World of Adult Education.  We have all worked hard to discover and use new 
tools and technology to best serve our students and communities.  I can honestly say I have learned a lot about 
implementing technology into the classroom and our centers in the past two years.   
 
I think with our newfound technology experiences that it helped our 2021 AACAE Virtual Conference be so 
successful. For all those that attended the virtual conference- I hope you enjoyed the variety of workshops that 
were offered and found inspiration in our keynote speaker-Dr. Meghan McBride.   One thing that I took away from 
her story and found inspiring is that no matter the obstacle or barriers that stood in front of her, her desire to 
provide a better life for her and her children was enough motivation to keep her moving forward.   
 
As teachers, we have the power to encourage and motivate our students to keep going and not to give up on 
their dreams or on themselves.  So let me end by sharing this quote from an unknown author- “When someone 
asks why anyone would ever become a teacher, remind them why it’s worth it.  Every job has its ups and downs, 
but not every job can CHANGE A LIFE.”    
 
I look forward to serving you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dorissa Kaufman  
(Director, UAM College of Technology-McGehee Adult Education Center) 
 

UPCOMING COABE WEBINAR TOPICS 

  December Technology & Digital Literacy      February DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) 
  January Numeracy        March  Corrections 

 
COABE Webinar Archives 
 
Missed a live COABE professional development webinar? Don’t worry you can watch free professional development 
webinars anytime on our Webinar Archives page or COABE’s YouTube channel. Search our library of over 59 webinars 
in 13 areas from advocacy to work readiness. 
 
COABE recently announced a new change for you on accessing the webinar presentations and recording links! To 
access recent webinars and related materials you must now go to their Adult Educators Resource website at 
www.adultedresource.coabe.org. The “Download Resource” links will now direct you to the AER automatically. Please 
use the instructions listed on the right-hand side of this page to sign up/login to the Adult Educator Repository page. 
You will then be able to view handouts, link to the archived video, as well as any additional materials provided. You are 
required to be a current member of COABE to access this website.  If you have any questions or concerns, you can 
reach out to aeradmin@coabe.org. 

http://aalrc.org/adminteachers/docs/AALRC%20PD%20Requirements%20and%20Calendar%202021-2022.pdf
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Adult Education Stats  
At-A-Glance 

 

Year-to-date statistics for the Arkansas Adult Education programs 
continue to show progress.  The statistics below summarize the 
data for the current fiscal year through the end of November 2021. 
Numbers in parentheses () represent change from previous month. 

 
Reporting Period: July 1, 2021 – November 30, 2021 

 
Reportable Individuals  
7,420 (+1,177) 
 
Participants  
4,389 (+923) 

• 2,977 ABE (+620) 
• 185 ASE (+28) 
• 1,227 ESL (+275) 

 
Retention Rate  
59% (+3%) 
 
Table 4b  
1,683 Participants (+621) 

• 38% post-test rate (+7%) 
• Of those post-tested,  
 70% have made an  
 EFL gain (+3%) 

 
Current Overall Table 4 Average  
37% (+8%) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT 
EDUCATION 

Newsletter 
 

Adult Education Section 
Arkansas Division of Workforce Services 

Arkansas Department of Commerce 
1 Commerce Way 

Suite 202 
Little Rock, AR  72202 

  
501-682-1970                   

 
ARCareerEducation.org 

 
 

 

 

Little Rock, AR  72202 

 

  501-682-1970                   

GED® Testing 

Official Test Vouchers Available 
 
The state office supply of $4 vouchers which cover the test taker cost for the official GED® test has been replenished.  
Please spread the word at your Adult Education center.  Unfortunately, these funds are not unlimited; however, adult 
learners may apply for them if they are available. 
 
The application process is simple.  Just use the application titled “Adult Education Voucher” which was distributed to all 
centers. To qualify, students must be within the 200% of the current poverty levels.  If you need copies of the application 
or the poverty level chart, please contact the Arkansas GED Testing Office at GED@Arkansas.gov or call 501-682-1980. 

 
  

Total Secondary School Diplomas 
Earned   
576 (+207) 
 
Total EFL Gains Earned  
2,571 (+1,239) 
 
Total IETP/Workplace Measurable 
Skill Gains Reported 
500 
 
Highest Measurable Skill Gain  
Age Group 

• 16-18-year-old   
• 913 Participants (+188) 
• 59% Table 4 average (+7%) 

 
Largest Age Group 

• 25-44-year-old   
• 1,475 Participants (+402) 
• 30% Table 4 average (+8%) 

 
Highest Measurable Skill Gain  
EFL Group 

• ABE Level 6  
• 14 Participants 
• 64% Table 4 average (+7%) 
 

Largest EFL Group 
• ABE Level 3   
• 1,222 Participants (+245) 
• 38% Table 4 average (+8%) 
 

 

Resources & Reminders 
 

 

 

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
 

Have news, success stories or a best 
practice from your 

Adult Education Program to share 
with others? 

 
Let us know!  Submit your information 

to AdultEd@Arkansas.gov. 
 

mailto:AdultEd@Arkansas.gov

